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Founding member Dirk Kuiken  
(brother of Henry and Nicholas)

Founding member Henry Kuiken  
(brother of Dirk and Nicholas)

Founding member Nicholas Kuiken  
(brother of Henry and Dirk)

Founding member Richard Kuiken  
(cousin of Dirk, Henry and Nicholas)

Patriarch Arjen Kuiken  
and his wife, Eke Post Kuiken

Early Kuiken Brothers  
Construction crew, circa 1915.

Kuiken Brothers 1915 at what 
is believed to be the Little Falls 
Laundry. Kuiken Brothers was 
the builder on this project. Note 
the truck on the left hand side – 
written on the side of the vehicle, 
“Kuiken Brothers Co. Inc Builders 
Fair Lawn, NJ”

1912 – 1928
From the founding to the Depression

Kuiken Brothers transitions from being a  
construction company to a lumberyard.

Dirk D. Kuiken (Son of Dirk K., Brother of Arjen) 
Migrates to America

| 

Circa 1892

Richard R. Kuiken 
(Son of Dirk D.) Born

| 

1896

Dirk A. Kuiken 
(Son of Arjen) Born

| 

1883

Hein (Henry) Kuiken  
(Son of Arjen) Born

| 

1885

Klaas (Nicholas) Kuiken 
(Son of Arjen) Born

| 

1889

Arjen Kuiken (Son of Dirk K., Brother of Dirk D.) and sons  
Dirk A., Henry and Nicholas Migrate to America

| 

1898



One of the first homes the Kuiken Brothers had constructed in Fair Lawn, NJ. This was the family home of 
Nicholas A. Kuiken and Nellie Vander May. On the corner of 6th Street and Fair Lawn Avenue, this house 

would later be razed in 1980 to make room for the Company’s new showroom and office.

Newly constructed Kuiken home, 1915. Still standing 
today at 13-08 6th Street Fair Lawn, NJ. (Henry & 
Gertrude Kuiken (Ed, Rich, Jenny, Edith, Trina, Agnes 
(baby), Nick & Julia not born yet).

Early advertising piece from 
Weyehaeuser Forest Products.  
Kuiken Brothers Co. was a 4 
Square dealer - which was a 
high quality product at the 
time (representative of the class 
of products that KBCo. was 
known for).  

Henry and Nicholas Establish Kuiken Brothers Construction Company
| 

1912

Great Depression Begins
| 

1929

Nicholas elected to Saddle River Township Committee. 
| 

1922

Kuiken Brothers Company incorporates 
| 

1916



Many of the first and second generation Kuikens served as firemen 
with Fair Lawn Fire Company No. 1 including Richard and Henry 

Kuiken.  From left to right (bottom row): unknown, unknown, 
Harry Bush, Richard R. Kuiken Jr, Karl Sundermeyer, William Van 

Hook, unknown, Casey DeRitter, Richard R. Kuiken Sr.,  
George Zink, Flip Josten. Driver is John Jacobs.  

Richard Kuiken, 
Nicholas A. Kuiken, 
Steven Van Handel, 

Henry Kuiken

Back row: left to right  
unknown,  

Evan Kuiken,  
Frank Dykstra,  

Unknown,  
Nicholas Kuiken,  

Unknown 
Front row: left to right  

unknown,  
John Greydanus,  

Henry Kuiken,  
Steven Van Handel,  
Nicholas A. Kuiken,  
Richard R. Kuiken,  

unknown

1929 – 1941
Dealing with the Great Depression

Owning and operating a business during the Great  
Depression was challenging to say the least. Many 
companies went under during this economic slow-

down, but Kuiken Brothers was able to avoid that fate

Nicholas A. elected Mayor of Fair Lawn (position held 1931 – 1936)
| 

1930

Nicholas A. elected as a Freeholder 
of Bergen County (held until 1941)

| 

1933

Richard R. serves a Fire Chief of FL Company No.1
| 

1932-36 



Invoice from September 7, 1937.   
Actually sold to Richard H. Kuiken for 
brass hinges and stove bolts.The total 

invoice was 17¢.

Henry Kuiken,  
fishing in Florida circa 1950.

Henry Kuiken, 
unknown, unknown, 
Richard Kuiken, 
Wayne Kuiken  
(sitting on his  
grandfather's lap), 
George Kuiken. 

One of the products 
that Kuiken Brothers 
manufactured in its 
millwork shop was 

a popular game 
for the time called 

Bagatelle.   
Nicholas Kuiken 
served as Mayor of 
Fair Lawn from  
1931-1936

Image from an article about the Fair Lawn Radburn 
Trust Company (subsequently acquired by National 
Community Bank and ultimately JP Morgan Chase) 

– Nicholas A. Kuiken was its first President

recovery begins, and property development increases
| 

1937

Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor
| 

1941  –  December 7th

the United States enters WWII
| 

1941  –  December 8th



Cox'n Evan H. Kuiken, Instructor at  
Camp Peary, Virginia. December 1943  
(first row, center). 

Edward, Evan, and George, with their proud 
father, Nicholas A. Kuiken 1941 – 1945

Kuiken Brothers at War
Kuiken Brothers faces challenges while operating during the 
war, including rationing and other restrictions brought about 
during the wartime conditions. Many of the Kuiken’s served 
their country during the war, both domestically and abroad.

Edward N. is the first of the Kuikens  
to go to war (US Army)

| 

1941  –  March

Wright Aeronautical contracts with Kuiken Brothers to manufacture 
one million spacer blocks used for crating airplane engines.

| 

1941  –  June

Nicholas A. passes away (while his three sons were at war overseas)
| 

1944 – January 3rd



Edward Kuiken during basic training. 

Richard Kuiken

Rich Kuiken and his bride, Jeanette Rienstra, August 22, 1945.  
Groomsmen left to right - George Kuiken, Aaron Van Vliet, and Ed Kuiken (best man). 

Bridesmaids left to right - Clair Reinstra, Janet Van Hook, and Gladys Hagedorn.   

Edward Kuiken was featured in 
the Yank, and Army Weekly  
publication for his involvement 
in the battle at Duren,Germany, 
World War II. 

Edward, Evan and George Kuiken in their  
military uniforms

WWII ends
| 

1945  –  May

Edward N. goes to work for Kuiken Brothers
| 

1945  –  June

Richard goes to work for Kuiken Brothers
| 

1945  –  August

Richard R. again serves as Fire Chief of FL Company No.1
| 

1944-48



Edward N. Kuiken circa 1950, 
standing in front of the days’ work 
ahead. Mills would deliver and 
dump in bulk loads of lumber, 
which would then have to be sorted 
and hand stacked.

Nick Kuiken and son, Henry Kuiken 1940 Early Company Christmas  
party.  Henry Kuiken (front 
left), and Richard Kuiken 

(with cigar).  

Company lumber truck, circa 1940's, depicting how 
trucks were loaded and unloaded on job sites. 

1946 – 1970
Supplying the Boom

The first generation integrates the Second Generation into 
the leadership of the company. As the U.S., and Bergen 

County, boomed after the war, Kuiken Brothers expanded 
its business to meet the rising demand.

George Kuiken leaves 
Kuiken Brothers

| 

1951

Richard Sr. becomes Executive Vice President, Nick becomes Vice  
President, Ed becomes Secretary and Richard Jr. becomes Treasurer

| 

1951

Henry Kuiken (son of Arjen) 
retires

| 

1952

Kuiken Brothers joins New Jersey 
Lumberman’s Association

| 

1956

Henry Kuiken (son of Nicholas) begins 
working at Kuiken Brothers

| 

1960

Edward, George, Nicholas and Richard 
Jr. invited to sit on the Board

| 

1947



Evan Kuiken presenting Republican Presidential 
Candidate, Dwight D. Eisenhower with a cake 
and a key to the borough of Fair Lawn during a 

campaign tour, 1952.  

Edward N. Kuiken and 
his three boys (left to right), 
Douglas, Robert, and  
Edward Jr.

Warehouses on 6th Street, 
Fair Lawn. Later razed  
and rebuilt.

From left to right, Edward N., 
Richard R., Nicholas H., and  
Evan H., attending the grand  
opening celebration of the new 

hardware store and warehouse on 
Fair lawn Ave., 1976. 

The Company expands the office and shop 
to take on more administrative staff

| 

1961

Richard Sr. retires, Nick Sr. becomes 
President of Kuiken Brothers

| 

1961

Ed Kuiken Jr. begins working 
at Kuiken Brothers

| 

1965

Doug Kuiken begins working 
at Kuiken Brothers

| 

1969

Wayne Kuiken begins working 
at Kuiken Brothers

| 

1970

Two new warehouses 
added

| 

1958 –  1960



Kuiken Brothers Christmas Party, 1971.  Front row (left to right), Chris Schroeder, Seymore "Red" 
Fopma, Terry Josten, Wilma Furler, Florence Ruodabush, James Banta, Edward Kuiken Jr. 

Back row (left to right), Richard A. Kuiken, George Wiseman, Wayne Kuiken, Henry Kuiken, 
Frank Dykstra, Doug Kuiken.

Casey DeRitter,  
George Wiseman,  

Ed Kuiken Sr., standing 
outside of "The Shed" in 

Fair Lawn, circa 1978. 

George Wiseman, handwriting an order for 
customer, John Pislor of Clifton Roofing, on 
a carbon copy machine. Photographed in the 

office on 6th Street, circa 1974.  

Back row, Ed Jr., Doug, 
Henry, and Wayne. Seated, 
President Evan H. Kuiken. In 
the Fair Lawn Board room, 
circa 1984. 

The Second Generation (left to right), Evan H. Kuiken,  
Richard R. Kuiken, Edward N. Kuiken, and Nicholas H. Kuiken.  

1971 – 1989
A New Generation

This period saw the rise to prominence of the “Third Generation” 
as four new family members joined the Second Generation and 

began to make moves that would expand the footprint of the Fair 
Lawn location, and would ultimately set the stage to expand to 

new locations in the coming years.

Henry, Edward, Wayne and Doug Kuiken are 
eleevated to the Board of Directors

| 

1972

Kuiken Brothers purchases Voss Residence to allow 
expansion of the hardware store and warehouse

| 

1975

OPEC oil embargo –  
sharp decrease in business

| 

1973

Nellie Kuiken, wife of Nicholas A. Kuiken, passes away and leaves  
the property at 6-02 Fair Lawn Avenue to her sons Ed and Evan

| 

1978

Kuiken Brothers introduced charge cards for regular 
customers, has its first million dollar year

| 

1972



Henry Kuiken upstairs in the new office in Fair Lawn.

Wayne Kuiken in 
the store, mid 1970’s.  
Wood-burning stoves 

became popular  
immediately following 

the OPEC Oil  
Embargo in 1973.  

Ed Kuiken Jr. says hello to the shop 
cat, Tiger – a fixture in the yard for 
many years.  

Doug and Wayne 
(forward facing) on 
a fishing trip. Close 
friend of the family 

and Company,  
Jack Dalton,  

also on board. 

Nick Kuiken resigns as President of Kuiken Brothers, Evan Kuiken 
is elected as the new President of the Company

| 

1983

Kuiken Brothers joins  
Lumbermen’s Mechandising Corporation (LMC)

| 

1984

Ed, Henry and Wayne Kuiken are 
elevated to full directors

| 

1981

Ed Sr. and Richard Kuiken announce their retirements, 
Doug Kuiken elevated to full director

| 

1982

Construction of the offices and 
showroom at 6-02 Fair Lawn Avenue

| 

1981-1983



Making way for the expanded warehouse. 

Construction of new warehouse. 

From left to right: Evan, Nick, 
Robert, Ed Jr, Henry, Doug, Ken, 
and Wayne. 

1990 – 1999
The Age of Expansion

Kuiken Brothers begins a rapid expansion in the 1990’s and 
2000’s growing from a single location in Fair Lawn, NJ to nine 
locations covering most of northern New Jersey and Warwick, 
NY. Difficult and risky decisions were made, but through hard 

work, expansion proves successful.

Kuiken Brothers Purchases the  
Midland Park location from Midland Lumber

| 

1993

Kuiken Brothers Purchases the Emerson location from Harry Guss
| 

1991

Robert, Nick Jr. and Kenneth are 
elevated to advisors of the Board

| 

1998



Early renovations underway 
at the Emerson location 

shortly after the acquisition 
of Harry Guss Lumber. 

This was the first rail car delivery to Midland Park  
upon taking over that site.  

The recent renovations include a new facade. 

Fair Lawn’s  
Memorial Day Parade 

Midland Park location during the day and night.

Kuiken Brothers Purchases the Wantage location from Circle Building Supply
| 

1999

Kuiken Brothers purchases the Warwick and 
Ogdensburg locations from Conklin Lumber

| 

1998

Kitchen & Bath showrooms are added 
to Warwick and Emerson locations 

| 

1999



(foreground to background) Mike Anzalone,  
Matt Edwards, Todd Bracchi, and Keith Haskins. 

Top row left to right:  
Nick Kuiken, Matt Kuiken

Bottom row left to right:   
Wayne Kuiken, Ken Kuiken,  

Doug Kuiken, Henry Kuiken,  
Robert Kuiken, Michael Kuiken 

2000 – Present
Continued Expansion and Beyond

Evan Kuiken Retires and Doug Kuiken 
becomes President of Kuiken Brothers

| 

2002

Kuiken Brothers purchases the Succusunna location 
– a former Wickes Lumber site. 

| 

2004

The first Contractor Expo is held at the  
Crossroads Sheraton Hotel in Mahwah, NJ

| 

2000

Kuiken Brothers purchases  
Elmwood Supply in Garfield, NJ

| 

2003



Warwick, NY

Ogdensburg, NJ
Kuiken Brothers’ Contractor Expo

New rail siding at the Succusunna location. 

Kuiken Brothers introduces the “Classical Moulding” line.
Succasunna, NJ

Wantage, NJ

Michael and Matthew Kuiken are brought on to the  
Board of Directors and Executive Committee.  

Controller, Tom Tubridy, joins the Advisory Board.  
| 

2008

Kuiken Brothers purchases the 
Roseland location from Lumber 1

| 

2008

Evan Kuiken, Ed Kuiken and Nicholas 
Kuilken pass away

| 

2008,  2009,  2011  respectively

Kuiken Brothers introduces the 
Classical Moulding line

| 

2009

Kuiken Brothers recognized by Hanley Wood/
Pro-Sales Magazine as “Dealer of the Year” 

| 

2012



Henry and Nicholas  
Establish Kuiken Brothers,  

16 year old Richard joins
| 

1912

Dirk A. Kuiken  
joins  

Kuiken Brothers
| 

Circa 1920

Edward, George, Nicholas  
and Richard Jr. invited to  

sit on the Board
| 

1947

Evan joins  
Kuiken  

Brothers
| 

Circa 1950

Henry, Edward, Wayne and  
Doug Kuiken are eleevated to  

the Board of Directors
| 

1972

Michael and Matthew Kuiken are brought on to  
the Board of Directors and Executive Committee.  

Controller, Tom Tubridy, joins the Advisory Board.  
| 

2008

Robert, Nick Jr. and Kenneth are  
elevated to advisors of the Board

| 

1998

Dirk A. Kuiken   Nicholas H. Kuiken Henry Kuiken Kenneth H. Kuiken

Henry A. Kuiken Edward N. Kuiken Douglas R. Kuiken

Nicholas M. Kuiken

Arjen Kuiken 

Dirk D. Kuiken
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Klass (Nicholas) Kuiken

Nicholas A. Kuiken Evan H. Kuiken Robert E. Kuiken

Richard R. Kuiken  Richard R. Kuiken Wayne R. Kuiken Michael W. Kuiken

Matthew D. Kuiken

D I R K  A .  K U I K E N 
b. 1883 Holland – d. 1952 

H E N R Y  A .  K U I K E N 
b. 1885 Holland – d. 1956 
m. Gertrude Rosendale

Nicholas H. 
b. 1919 – d.2011 
m. 1937 Jeanette Sikkema

Muriel J.
Beverly

Jenna
Andrew
Devon

Bernard
Michael
William
Mary
Mark

Henry 
Kenneth H.

Capri N.
Nicholas M.

Andrew N. 
Matthew J.
Katherine P. 

James M.
Skylar
Charlotte
Evan

Nicholas 
Christian

Kyle
Kathryn
CJ

Todd

N I C H O L A S  A .  K U I K E N  
b. 1889 Holland – d. 1944 
m. 1916 Nellie Vander May

Edward N. 
b. 1917 – d.2009 
m. 1946 Marjorie Fokens

Edward N. Jr.
Jennifer
Edward III

Douglas R.
Leigh Anne

Gabriel L.
Adam D.
Samuel E. 

Amanda A.
Matthew D.

Robert E.
Michael G.

Jack M.
Lily  E.

Brent
Brent T.
Jonathen D. 

Reanna
Evan H. 
b. 1924 – d. 2008 
m. 1958 Evelyn Timek

R I C H A R D  R .  K U I K E N  
b. 1896 – d. 1968 
m. 1918 Tillie Van Hook

Richard R. 
b. 1920  
m. 1945 Jeanette Rienstra  
m. 1983 Joan Cronk Tilstra

Wayne R.
Carolyn J.

Abigail K.
Aidan M.
Lydia C.

Michael W.
Micah A.
Caleb B.
Jesse C.
Naomi D.

Jonathan R.
Madeleine E

Richard A.
Erica
Richard

Step-Grandchild of Richard; 
Grandchild of Joan – Robert

T h e  f o u r t h  G e n e r a t i o nT h e  T h i r d  G e n e r a t i o nT h e  S e c o n d  G e n e r a t i o nT h e  F i r s t  G e n e r a t i o nBoard of Directors Kuiken Family Tree

Edward N. Kuiken, Jr 



F a i r  L a w n ,  n J
6-02 Fair Lawn Avenue 

E m E r s o n ,  n J
246 Kinderkamack Road 

m i d L a n d  P a r k ,  n J
145 Lake Avenue 

o g d E n s b u r g ,  n J
346 Main Street (Route 517) 

w a n t a g E ,  n J
175 Route 23 

s u c c a s u n n a ,  n J
33 Route 10 East 

w a r w i c k ,  n Y
33 South Street 

g a r F i E L d ,  n J
485 River Drive

r o s E L a n d ,  n J
14 Eisenhower Parkway 


